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Wolfram Alpha:  

Wikipedia Alternative 

    Wolfram Alpha is described as a “free 
online computational knowledge engine.” 
This site is much more reliable than 
Wikipedia because all information is factually-
based and cited. Users CANNOT enter 
information as they can with Wikipedia. All 
knowledge is vetted and curated by field 
experts. 

Using Wolfram Alpha in the classroom: 

 Gather information on a general concept 

 Research details on specific topics 

 Create visual aids for presentations and 
handouts 

 Show steps to math problems 

 And much more! 
 
Wolfram Alpha’s scope and capabilities: 

 Compute math algorithms, including 
algebra, calculus, geometry, discrete 
math, and more 

 Compute empirical formulas for chemistry 
and physics 

 Present socioeconomic data in tables/ 
graphs 

 Units of measure 

 Music theory, audio waveforms, 
instruments 

 Earth science, weather and meteorology 

Visit wolframalpha.com to explore this 
resource! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finding Information on 
Time Sensitive Subjects 

   The library has many resources 
covering time-sensitive topics. These 
areas include computer science, political 
science, economics, social problems 
and services, commerce/ 
communications/ transportation, 
astronomy and allied services, earth 
sciences, life sciences, medical 
sciences, engineering, and geography/ 
travel. 

    Because current knowledge changes 
quickly in these areas, the library is 
investing less in print formats on these 
topics, and looking more toward 
electronic resources. Depending on the 
format of a given e-resource, information 
may be updated anywhere from daily to 
yearly, but will almost certainly be more 
current than print materials. 

    When looking for information on 
topics such as gun control, space 
exploration, stem cell research, etc., 
consider online databases and the 
internet as the most reliable. Databases 
we subscribe to for this information 
include SIRS and Gale. These sources 
are updated daily with current 
newspaper, magazine, and journal 
articles. When searching the internet, 
always consider the author or 
organization publishing the site as a 
primary credibility criterion.  

  

      



       

Top Ten Cool Tools from 2014 

1. Google Classroom- helps teachers create and manage 
assignments; create assignment templates and push them 

out to all or select students simultaneously 

2. Otus- offers assignment distribution, polling tools, 
resource libraries, and assessment tools; ideal for 1:1 

3. Plickers- tool to collect data using printed QR codes; 
produces a bar graph of responses 

4. Kahoot- review topics with students in a game-based 
format; create a quiz or survey that your students respond 

to through any web-enabled device 

5. Shadow Puppet Edu- iPad app for creating explanatory 
videos 

6. Clarisketch- whiteboard video creation app for Android; 
record your voice while sketching on images or a blank 

canvas; videos viewable through any web-enabled device 

7. Kaizena- tool that allows you to leave voice comments 
on your students’’ work in Google Docs or Slides 

8. MyStorybook- students or teachers create storybooks 
using stock art and drawing tools 

9. Hemingway App- revision tool that provides valuable 
feedback on a given passage 

10. Wikia Maps- create real or imaginary maps 

Source: “SLJ’s Top 10 Cool Tools for 2014.” School Library Journal. Dec 2014. 
Web. 11 Dec. 2014. 

 

Smarter Balanced Assessment 

The Iowa Assessment Task Force has 

chosen Smarter Balanced Assessment as 

Iowa’s new standardized assessment. 

These tests will be implemented in the 

2016-2017 school year.  

Sample tests are available for math and 

English for grades 3-12. If you’d like to try 

one of the available sample tests, follow the 

instructions below. 

1. Visit this link: http://goo.gl/RvXtnB 

2. Leave all information the same and click 

submit. 

3. Select the grade level you'd like to look at. 

4. Select whether you'd like to do the math 

or ELA test. 

5. Adjust settings if you'd prefer. (I would 

just leave them.) 

6. Read and click through instructions and 

begin test. 

  

        

       

      
 

Questions or comments are always welcome! Speak to Rachel Howard 
or Sarah DeMaranville in the library. 

 

The mission of the Camanche Community School District, in partnership with family and community, is 
to empower students to develop the knowledge and skills to become lifelong learners and successful, 
productive citizens in a diverse, technological, ever-changing global society. 

The library program is guided by this mission: 

“In support of the Camanche Community School District’s commitment to educational excellence, the Camanche 
school libraries empower students and staff to become effective users of information, promote collaboration, foster a 
lifelong love of reading and learning, and help patrons achieve their goals.” 

And by these goals: 

 Provide a welcome and safe environment for learning. 

 Promote cultural and technological diversity in thinking and in resources in an effort to promote a more global 
perspective in learners. 

 Work to develop information literacy, lifelong learning, and critical thinking skills in all patrons. 

 Collaborate with teachers, administrators, support staff, parents, and students to provide the most valuable learning 
experiences possible. 
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https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-classroom/mfhehppjhmmnlfbbopchdfldgimhfhfk?hl=en
http://otusplus.com/
https://www.plickers.com/
https://getkahoot.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shadow-puppet-edu/id888504640?mt=8
http://www.clarisketch.com/
https://kaizena.com/
https://www.mystorybook.com/
http://www.hemingwayapp.com/
http://maps.wikia.com/wiki/Maps_Wiki
http://goo.gl/RvXtnB

